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ADVERTISEMENT

This week's feature—SPCA, Kapitiand Horowhenua

The Christmas
story tells of a
stable blessed
by the pres-
ence ofanimals
sharing their
home with a
family in need.
Two thousand
years later are
we giving animals in our homes and lives the same
respect?

The New Zealand Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals is particularly busy at this time of
year and has some practical steps pet owners can
take to care for their animals.

Lloyd Warren at the Kapiti SPCA said one of the
biggest concerns they faced every year was wheth-
er arrangements had been made for pets when their
owners went away on holiday.

“It’s mainly dogs that we have problems with. Ideally
the dog will have been booked into kennels, but
sometimes that’s not possible for people and they
leave them at home for friends or family to take care
of. What sometimes happens is that neighbours
believe the dogs have been abandoned and ring us.
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If | investigate and the dog seems to have no-one
caring for it, | will take it away.

“To avoid this happening this year we are setting up
a database at the Kapiti SPCA for people who are
going away. They can register with us so if we are
called up we can check the address on the computer
and know what action to take. Our resources are
stretched at that time of the year and if we can save
ourselves some time while ensuring the animal is
properly cared for we would appreciate it.

“If people could just let us know how long they will be
away, the address the dog or other pet is at and its
name and the contact number for the pet care-giver,
we can check whether or notthe animal is being cared
for. All of the details will be absolutely confidential
and we will only refer to them if we have a call about
an animal at a given address. We don’t recommend
that a child is the responsible person in charge but if
that is the case there should be supervision from
parents to make sure the responsibility for caring for
the animal is properly met.”

Another concern for SPCA inspectors at this time of
year is dogs being left in cars in hot weather.
“Even if you are only planning a quick visit to the
shops we strongly urge you to leave the dog at home.
On a stinking hot day with no wind, even if the
windows are a bit open, a dog can die within 15
minutes in a car.”

Even without such a drastic outcome the dog can
become extreme-
ly uncomfortable.
Mr Warren says
he is often called
ontorescue dogs
from cars when
owners have said
they were only
going to be five
minutes.

As for giving a cute kitten or cuddly puppy for a
Christmas gift, Mr Warren says the Kapiti SPCA will not
rehome animals during the week before Christmas
“unless it’s a pretty genuine reason”.

In the season of the year when we cherish the spirit of
peace on earth and goodwill to all, have a thought for
those folks who have goodwill for the animals all year
round — the staff and volunteers of the SPCA in Kapiti
and the Horowhenua.
SPCA Horowhenua
SPCA Kapiti

Phone (06) 368 6910
Phone (04) 293 4292.

Nga Manu
Nature Reserve

The reserve has a diverse range of our native
flora, fauna and wildlife. Most visitors would
spend approximately one-and-a-half hours at
the reserve. All pathways are easily walked and
there is adequate seating around the reserve.
Wheelchair access and facilities are avaliable.
Extended SummerHours:

From Boxing Day to Wellington's Aniversary
Day 2004, Nga Manu will be open from 10am to
8pm every day. Ngarara Road, Waikanae, phone
293 4131 for more details.

So how can a heat pump give out
more energy than goes in? That's easy! A heat pump gathers
and transfers heat from the air outside your house to the
inside (there is always heat in the air even when it is really
cold). It is not creating the heat and doesn't burn anything.
It works on the same principle as your refrigerator.

Heat Pumps
KEEP YOUR HOME

( WARM in winter
( COOL in summer

Save on normal retail prices and receive a
full 5 year parts and labour warranty.

Call us now on 0800 777 111 to arrange for
a free site visit and quote

LR TSAL IR G Heat pumps can also be used to

cool your home in summer by taking the heat from inside
and transfering it outside.

Choosing the right heat pump for you B

actual size, type and cost of a heat pump to suit your
requirements will depend on a number of factors, including
the volume and layout of the area you wish to heat or cool.
We will discuss your individual situation and recommend
the most appropriate heat pump for you.
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Heat pumps are the )
most efficient heating money can buy. )

DID YOU KNOW?
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AT EGLCWAANEN BV If you wish we'll arrange finance
on your new heat pump with no deposit. Normal credit
conditions apply.

To contact Electra
Ph. 0800 ELECTRA (0800353 2872)
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Providers of electricity lines services



